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Furmanalumni news 
T h e  p e r s o n a l  
touch 
"W elcome to Cherrydale. Would you 
like a tour?" 
When you walk into the Alumni 
House, these are probably the first 
words you will hear - spoken by one 
of our smil ing Cherrydale docents. 
Cherrydale is a wonderful home 
for the Alumni Association, but more 
importantly, it is a true repository of 
Furman history. When we moved into 
the house, we were soon inundated 
with curious visitors wanting to know 
about its history. To tell the Cherrydale 
story properly, we needed help! 
Thus was born the Cherrydale 
docent program. Webster's defines a 
docent as one who leads guided tours, 
especially through a museum or art 
gallery. In an informal way, that is ex­
actly what Cherrydale is becoming. 
Pocket watches belonging to 
James Clement Furman (the univer­
sity's first president) and his wife, Mary 
Glenn David Furman, hang above the 
secretary in the living room. A 1 909 
Chickering grand piano that belonged 
to the mother of Gordon W. Blackwell 
(president, 1 965-76) sits handsomely 
in the corner of the same room. The 
dining porch sports one of the original 
spindles from Furman's Old Main build­
ing downtown. 
And the docents can tell you all 
about these and other great mementos 
of Furman's rich history. 
But just who are these wonderful 
volunteers? They are retired alumni, 
faculty and friends of the university. 
The all-star team includes Martha Johns 
'47, wife of Furman's ninth president; 
Carey Crantford, professor emeritus of 
Spanish; special friends Joyce Bates 
(wife of the late Rudy Bates, professor 
of English) and Ethel LeBreton; former 
staff members Sandra Beckham, Betty 
Biersteker, Nancy Lewis (above) and 
Dot Thomason; and alumnae Dorothy 
Cox Ashmore '49, Rosalie Manly Burnett 
'49, Barbara Gresham Cutts '48, Frankie 
Huff Granger '48, Patricia Summey 
Hunt '54, Midge Colvin Moore '61 , 
Betty Mitchell Payne '64, Esther Greene 
Rogers '48 and Vivian McKinney 
Sanderson '66. Each volunteers a 
half day every week or two to greet 
guests, answer the phone, assist with 
alumni mailings and graciously guide 
visitors through Cherrydale. 
Being a docent is a special com­
mitment to the Alumni Association. 
Without these volunteers, our staff 
could not properly show off Cherrydale 
and still accomplish our daily tasks. 
The docents also provide a personal 
touch by offering their own insights 
and perspectives on Furman. 
The docents participate in a special 
educational program to learn about the 
history of the house and the university. 
Each quarter, we gather for a meal and 
a history lesson from such notables 
as local historian Judy Bainbridge, 
Furman's director of educational ser­
vices, and Thea Furman, great grand­
daughter of James and Mary Glenn 
Furman. 
The staff of the Alumni Office is 
grateful to our docents for the time and 
energy they give to make Cherrydale a 
welcoming place for alumni and friends. 
They have added much joy, laughter 
and fun to our lives. 
If you are interested in becoming 
a docent, please call Lu Gillespie in the 
Alumni Association Office. We have a 
tour group waiting for you ! 
- Shannon Wilkerson Wilson '93 
Director, Alumni Association 
ALUMNI  ACTIVITIES 
Furman Al umni  Association telephone 
l -800-PURPLE3 
Web site 
http://www.furman.edu/admin/alumni 
E-mai l  
alumni@furman.edu 
Furman Clubs m a intain steady pace 
Furman Clubs enjoyed a wide variety of activities and 
events in the late summer and fall, ranging from special 
programs to phone-a-thons and receptions with alumni, 
parents and prospective students. 
The Capital City Club in Washjngton, D.C., turned 
out August 29 to watch the Lady Paladin soccer team 
defeat Georgetown 4-3 in a key early-season match. 
Soon thereafter, club members joined alumni from 
seven other schools for a "Carolina in the Capital" 
program hosted by the South Carolina State Society. 
Closer to home, the Greenville Young Alumni 
group enjoyed a tailgate party in the Paladin Stadium 
end zone before the October 1 4  game against The 
Citadel. In addition, Furman Clubs in Memphis and 
Nashville, Tenn., assisted the Admissions Office in 
hosting receptions attended by President Shi, and the 
Boston Club welcomed Wendy Libby, vice president 
for business affairs, to a dinner party at the Prudential 
Center. 
Other activities included the Derby City (Louisville, 
Ky.) Club's service project October 28 to restore a 
YMCA camp, and the Spartanburg (S.C.) Club's tailgate 
event before the Furman-Wofford game November I I . 
Furman Club events are scheduled throughout the 
year, so be on the lookout for information about the 
activities in your area. And a special note to the Furman 
faithful in Atlanta, Ga. , and Charleston, S .C., as well 
as to members of the New Horizons Undergraduate 
Evening Studies Club: details on your annual winter 
galas should be forthcoming soon. 
Subscribe to Hoofbeats 
Can you hear the Hoofbeats? If you have any interest 
in Furman athletics and other university events, you'll 
want to add your name to the Paladin Hoofbeats mailing 
list. 
At the beginnjng of each month, Don Lindsey '54, 
a faithful member of the Alumni Association Board of 
Directors, compiles updates on Furman 's athletic 
program, tosses in notes on Admissions, Furman Club 
events, family programs and other university activities, 
and e-mails the information to a large group of Furman 
supporters. It's just another way for Furman to keep 
in touch with you - and vice versa. 
To add your name to the Hoofbeats l ist, send an 
e-mail request to paladon@ mindspring.com, and Don 
will make sure you receive this informative newsletter. 
